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Given the

h stakes, confirmation of Kerry and Hagel in the US

could force Netanyahu to form a coalition with the center parties

s PRESDENT Bk Ot i o
seclected and barring 2
Netaam il oo win e
2.

‘Obama would Lave preferred the Lsracli
centerlef, but will probably find himsel
‘once again having fo deal with Netanyalai.
So bow vill these o leaders, who come.
Srom very different backgrounds, who dis-
ke and mistrust each other, and whose re-
Iationship over the past four years has been
strained. interact i ther new terms?”

‘The answer depens fo a arge extent on

edby their capacity o leam from mistakes
oth men made lasttime round.

After Obama's victory, commentators
in both counries suggested that the presi-
dent would punish Netanyaln for his al-
Ieged suppart of the Republican candidate
Mt Romney. In fwo recent tess, Obama.
Showed that “revenge” it exactly his
‘game. He supporte the Lsrach military re-
taliation against Hamas in November and
indirecly elped 1o achieve a cease-ire.
He also was among very few world lead-
s o opposed the Palestinian UN bid for
‘on.stte observer stafis.

Obama had demonstrated support for Is-
rael, ot for Nefanyalu. He was wrong.
Obama’s decisions in both cases were
driven by American srategic inferests, not
by any special fava to lrael US inerests
simply coincided with Lsaels.

‘Obama' first term Middle East strategies
have completely disinegrated. He wil bave
to formlate new polcies fo stop Irans mi-
clear weapons program, confront the disas-
frous epercussions of thecivil war in Syra,
deal vith the emergence of samic dicta-
torships, like the one in Eaype, and decide
‘whetber to embark on  new effort o renew
Isreli-Palestinian negotiatons.

OBAMA I replcing his extive aional
secuity tesm i hey personne choces
ignal the direcions he wishes to follow
i s second term. i has momnated
John Kerry as Sectetary of Stte, and de-

‘opposes military
action, and has been critcal of Netanya-
' policies towards setflements and the
Palestinians.

Hagel's nomination i very srange. I the

e polices of Presdent George W. Bush
Motcover, Hagels positions on criial
isses uch a5 Irn are diametrically op-
posed to those held by Obama. Hagel be-
JievesIran can't be prevented from acquir-
ing muclear weapons and has opposed both
sanctions nd miltary action

Hi als0 opposed Obama's war on teror-
im his efors to persuade the
EU to decare Hezbollh a terorit orga-
nizaton. Hagel hasalo caled or ofcial
{alks with Hamas. Moreover, while erv-
inginthe Senate, Hagel was one of rae's
‘most vociferous crtes. He also targeted
‘American Jews, castng asperion of dual
Ioyalty and the pro-Trael Iobby. Eis con-
frmation would b disastrous or US poli-
ey in the Middle Exst and forsral,

Eitan, 1o miniserial postons.
In the runp fo the current elections,
Likud merged vith the far-right Yisrael
Beytem, and moderate MKs bke Meridor
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and Eitan were replaced by more extreme
candidates like Moshe Feiglin, who repre-
sents the radical right within Likud.

NETANYAHU COULD have serious coali-
tion problems. too. Labor has said it won't
join him and the other center-left parties,
Hataua and Yesh Atid, may present condi-
tions that Netanyahu's other potential co-
alition partners, the extreme right and the
vltra-Orthodox. parties, won't be able to
accept. The differences between the pres-
ent and future Netanyal-led governments
‘may resemble those between the first and
the second Begin governments in 1977 and
1981

Begin’s first coalition included the cen-
trist Democratic Movement for Change
headed by Yigael Yadin, who became
deputy prime minister. Begin also ap-
potnted two moderate polificians o key
positions: Moshe Dayan formerly of Labor
as foreign minister and Ezer Weizman as.
defense minister. This government made
the historic peace agreement with Egypt.
‘The second Begin administration included
only rightist and religious parties and two
hawkish politicians in key cabinet posi-
tions: Asiel Sharon in defense and Yitzhak
Shamir in foreign affairs. This govern-
‘ment was responsible for the much crii-
cized 1982 war in Lebanon. US-Israel rela-
tions were far closer during the first Begin

‘government than during the second.

After the elections. Netanyahu will have
to make critical decisions. primarily on
Iran and negotiations with the Palestinians.
Given these major challenges, he would
prefer a broad national unity coalition with
at least one center party. Only this type of
coalition could enable adequate collabo-
sation with an American national secu-
sity team of Obama, Kerry and Hagel. If
Netanyahu fails to form a cenist coali-
tion, he will find himself between a rock
of US and EU pressure anda hard place of
extremists from his own party and among,
bis coalition partners.

Obama will also have fo make criti-
cal decisions. Despite the failures of the
first term, he will have to decide whether
to inifiate a new effort fo restart Isracli-
Palestinian negotiations, possibly with
‘European help. Kerry might be interested,
but might consider the chances too slim
and the price of another failure and con-
frontation with Netanyaln too high.

Time to stop the Iranian bomb will run
out this summer, at the very latest. After
‘making so many commitments to stop Iran
and promising to consider al options, -
cluding a military strike, America’s stand-
ing in the Middle East and in the inter-
national comamnity as a whole would be
significantly damaged if Iran were to be
allowed to go nuclear. All America’s Arab

allies would conclude that the US isn't a
seliable ally, and would seck an accom-
‘modating relationship with Iran. A muclear
Iran would isreparably blemish Obama’s
legacy. and during a second term, legacy
is almost all that concerns any president.

The confirmation of both Kerry and
Hagel would encourage the Palestinians
to persist in their reluctance fo negotiate
with Isracl, and the Iranians to continue
their muclear weapons program. If sanc-
tions and diplomacy fail. the US and Isael
will have to choose between a nuclear Iran
and military action. Given both Kerry and
Hagel's known opposition to mulitary
force, Obama might accept a nuclear Iran.
Then, the challenge for Isracl would be
whether to attack Iran's nuclear facilities
without even facit coordination with the
Us.

Given the high stakes, Senate confir-
mation of Kerry and Hagel could force
Netanyahu to form a coalition with the
center parties and to appoint moderates as
his ministers of defense and foreign affairs,
able to work closely with Obama and his
‘new national security advisers. .

Prof_Eytan Gilboa, an expert on US-
Isyaeli relations, is Director of the School
of Communication and a Senior Research
Associate at the BESA Center for Strategic
Studies at Bar-Tlan University.




